FOREWORD FROM

PRESIDENT CLINTON

Since I first became governor more than 30 years ago I have visited countless schools, and I know that where our kids learn is
critical to their success. That’s why, as President, I prioritized classroom modernization, renovation and new construction with
several key initiatives — including the release of a Government Accountability Office report that was the first comprehensive
federal assessment on the state of our school buildings since 1965.
The report, School Facilities: Condition of America’s Schools, began a national conversation with governors, mayors, state
legislators, and local officials on the importance of safe, healthy and energy-efficient classrooms. We also released Schools
as Centers of Community: A Citizens’ Guide For Planning and Design, a report still used today, and we created the National
Clearinghouse for Educational Facilities with funding from the Department of Education.
Yet nearly 20 years later, in a country where public education is meant to serve as the “great equalizer” for all of its children,
we are still struggling to provide equal opportunity when it comes to the upkeep, maintenance and modernization of our
schools and classrooms.
Through the work of organizations like the Center for Green Schools at the U.S. Green Building Council, the American Federation of Teachers, the American Lung Association, the National Education Association and the National PTA, there are forwardlooking, sustainable and affordable solutions well within our grasp—and it’s time to act. Every day we let pass without addressing inefficient energy practices, poor indoor air quality, and other problems associated with unhealthy learning environments,
we are passing up tremendous opportunities.
Today, school districts can make significant infrastructure improvements with little to no upfront cost to their communities—
improvements that will free up critical dollars for more teachers, computers, or textbooks. And the schools that undergo
retrofits will be improving their learning spaces while creating jobs and supporting local economies.
I hope everyone who is interested in the state of American public education reads this report from the Center for Green
Schools, and that you will join us as we transform long-term challenges into new opportunities. I’m optimistic that by working
together, we can give our children the best possible education and make America the world’s greatest innovator for
generations to come.

President Bill Clinton
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