CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS OF
USGBC STUDENTS –  [NAME OF COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY]
Article I. Purpose
SECTION 1. The purpose of the U.S. Green Building Council (“USGBC”) Students – [Name of College/University] (“Student Group”) shall be:

   a.
To foster scientific study and research in the field of environmentally sustainable building and operation of buildings;

   b.
To develop and disseminate knowledge in sustainable building research and design;

   c.
To improve the methods and design of sustainable buildings; and
   d.
To develop better public understanding and appreciation of the challenges and solutions posed by improved sustainable building practices and the sustainable operation of existing buildings.

   e.
To promote understanding, adoption and use of environmentally sustainable design, construction, and building operation practices across the [Name of College/University] community.

f. 
To cultivate leadership skills among USGBC Students group members that will prepare them to champion sustainability on campus, in their community and in future careers

Article II. Membership
SECTION 1. Membership shall be open to all students enrolled in [Name of College/University], regardless of their declared major or primary area of study, so long as they are interested in environmentally sustainable design, construction and building operation.  There shall be no discrimination on account of race, religion, political views, nationality, ability, sex, or gender.

Article III. Executive Committee
SECTION 1. The Executive Committee shall be the Faculty/Staff advisor, president, vice president, and secretary-treasurer as well as any other officers deemed necessary by the Student Group.

SECTION 2. The Executive Committee and officers shall be elected in the spring of each year to serve the following year. Elections will be held before the last day of classes. The Faculty/Staff advisor shall be chosen as provided in Article V, below, and in accordance with [Name of College/University] Student Activities policy.

SECTION 3. All elected officers shall be chosen by vote of the members, and nominations shall be made from the floor. The candidates receiving a plurality of all votes cast shall be elected.

SECTION 4. Any board member or other elected officer who fails to fulfill the terms of office or to serve in an agreed-upon official capacity may be removed. Such action shall be effective only upon a majority vote of the Executive Committee taken at an official meeting called for such purpose.

Article IV. Duties of the Executive Committee
SECTION 1. The president's duties shall be to preside at all meetings, to appoint all special committees, and to be the chairperson of the Executive Committee.

SECTION 2. The vice president shall perform the duties of the president in the president's absence. In the event of vacancy of the presidency, the executive vice president shall succeed to the presidency.

SECTION 3. The secretary-treasurer shall collect all Student Group funds and deposit them in an account on behalf of the Student Group and in accordance with Student Activities policy.  He/she will be responsible for making all necessary expenditures when authorized by the president and Faculty/Staff advisor, keeping financial records, and submitting a written financial report to the Student Group at the last regular meeting of each semester. He/she will maintain minutes of all meetings of the board and of the membership. The secretary-treasurer will be responsible for maintaining correspondence between appropriate parties, including USGBC

national staff, and for maintaining a membership list of all members of the Student Group. He/she will perform such related duties as the president shall delegate.

Article V. Faculty/Staff/Staff Advisor 

SECTION 1. The administration of [Name of College/University] shall appoint a Faculty/Staff advisor who will be the personal representative of the administration. The Faculty/Staff advisor may but is not required to be affiliated with a Chapter or National Member of USGBC.  In schools where the Student Group may select its own advisor, this should be done in conjunction with and approved by the administration of [Name of College/University].
SECTION 2. The advisor will serve for at least one full school year, shall attend the meetings of the Student Group, and shall aid and advise the group on matters under consideration.

SECTION 3. The Faculty/Staff advisor shall be responsible for the continuity of records and other property of the Student Group, including maintaining contact with USGBC national staff and providing current membership lists.

SECTION 4. Additional Faculty/Staff members may be asked to join the appointed Faculty/Staff advisor whenever the tasks involved make it necessary to have additional Faculty/Staff representation. (However, only one member of the Faculty/Staff may vote as a board member as indicated in Section 1, that person being the designated Faculty/Staff advisor.)

SECTION 5. The Faculty/Staff advisor shall be the official contact with the U.S. Green Building Council. 

Article VI. Committees

SECTION 1. There shall be the following standing committees: the Executive Committee and the Program Committee.

SECTION 2. The Executive Committee, which consists of all the elected officers and the advisor of the Student Group, shall decide on the policies of the group, as well as aid and advise the president of his/her duties

SECTION 3. The Program Committee, under the supervision of the programs chair shall arrange programs for the Student Group and perform such other related duties as the president shall delegate.

SECTION 4. The president shall appoint any other committees as deemed necessary.

Article VII. Records
SECTION 1. The records of the Student Group shall consist of a minutes book, membership records, and financial records, as well as any other such records as the Student Group deems necessary and as required by Student Activities policy.
Article VIII. Bylaws and Amendment
SECTION 1. The constitution and bylaws shall constitute the operating basis of the Student Group.

SECTION 2. The constitution and bylaws may be amended by a majority vote of the members present, with proper notification having first been given to the entire membership; provided, however, that USGBC must approve any provision which modifies the fundamental nature of the group or the relationship of the Student Group with USGBC.

SECTION 3.  The Student Group will be responsible for renewing its affiliation with USGBC each year. Upon notification by USGBC, the Student Group will submit the following to renew its affiliation and to permit the Student Group to identify itself as a “USGBC Students” group:

*
10 student member minimum, listed with name and email
*
Student Group Officer Report Form

*
Student Group Annual Plan

*
Annual Report for the previous year
*
Current Student Group Constitution & Bylaws
*
Other items as required by USGBC
SECTION 4.   The dues of the Student Group shall be $___________ per year, paid to the secretary-treasurer of the Student Group.
SECTION 5.  A copy of the constitution and bylaws of the Student Group shall be provided for each member of the Executive Committee. The constitution and bylaws will be reviewed annually to ensure that it is in keeping with the needs and activities of the Student Group.

SECTION 6.  The number, location and times of meetings shall be determined by the Executive Committee. Notice of all such meetings shall be posted or sent in writing to all members not less than five days in advance of the date set for the meeting.

Date approved by the Student Group and [Name of College/University]:
  ______________________________________________________

