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2012 PROGRESS AT A GLANCE

16,769,615
STUDENTS IN SCHOOLS WITH

GREEN BUILDING POLICIES

42,479
INDIVIDUALS EDUCATED

18,970,309
DOLLARS DEPLOYED

REPORT CARD
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FOUNDING SPONSOR:

www.centerforgreenschools.org

The Center for Green Schools at USGBC serves the people 
who are transforming our nation’s schools and campuses. 
Here’s a look at what we’re doing to drive toward our vision 
of green schools for everyone within this generation. 
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SOURCE: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, NATIONAL CENTER FOR EDUCATION STATISTICS (2011). DIGEST OF EDUCATION STATISTICS, 2010 (NCES 2011-015), CHAPTER 1. 
SOURCE: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, NATIONAL CENTER FOR EDUCATION STATISTICS (2011). PROJECTIONS OF EDUCATION STATISTICS, 2011 (NCES 2011-017), SECTION 1.
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K12 ENROLLMENT *

HIGHER ED ENROLLMENT **

12,732,250
OUT OF 55 MILLION TOTAL* STUDENTS

STUDENTS LEARN IN DISTRICTS WITH
GREEN BUILDING POLICIES

U.S. K-12 SCHOOLS

4,037,365
OUT OF 20 MILLION TOTAL** STUDENTS

STUDENTS LEARN ON CAMPUSES WITH
GREEN BUILDING POLICIES

U.S. HIGHER EDUCATION

NUMBER OF STUDENTS
(IN MILLIONS)

2012

COMMITTED TO
GREEN SCHOOL
BUILDINGS 

“Our discussions at Paradise Elementary focused on strategies for legislators to work together so that our kids can learn in healthy, 
high-performing schools. Thank you to USGBC and the Pennsylvania Chapters for bringing together so many di�erent state 
perspectives for this important event.” —Senator Michael Brubaker (R-PA), host of the Green Schools Common Ground Summit in 
Pennsylvania. The Center organized two such regional events in Q4—the other in Arizona—reaching lawmakers on both sides of the 
aisle in 11 di�erent states. 

Here’s a look at the work ahead of us if we are to put every child in a green school within this generation, 33 years after the launch of 
our National Green Schools Campaign in 2007. 

GETTING TO GREEN SCHOOLS WITHIN THIS GENERATION
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$652,085

CFGS INVESTMENT
$266,308

$80,505

$248,369

$331,538

$830,000

$355,416

$962,000

$2,524,590
2012 TOTAL LEVERAGED

$1,201,631
2012 TOTAL INVESTMENT

Q1 6,469

Q2 7,468

Q3 12,853

15,689Q4
Audience members reached through 
speaking engagements

Resources downloaded and distributed

Webcast attendees

USGBC education products accessed 
by students and school sta�

Faculty and student Greenbuild 2012 
attendees

New LEED Professional credential 
holders in schools and on campuses

USGBC Students in leadership trainings

Green Classroom Professional 
Certificate holders

Existing Schools Training attendees

Community Green students in LEED 
courses

School Sustainability Leaders Summit 
attendees

24,854

6,930
3,766
3,106

1,659

1,533

307
141

90
48

45

42,479 INDIVIDUALS
EDUCATED THIS YEAR

Green Apple Day of Service

USGBC Students' Campus Conservation Nationals

Green Schools Committee Innovation Grants

The Princeton Review's Guide to 322 Green Colleges

Green Schools Fellowship Program

For every dollar we invested, we leveraged an additional

$5.76
$4.60
$4.16
$3.72

 $3.50

2012 INITIATIVES

“This past November, the Sacramento community entrusted us with $420 million to invest in making 
our campuses healthier learning environments and in upgrading our classrooms to prepare every 
student for college and careers. Project Green, an initiative led by our Center for Green Schools UTC 
Fellow Farah McDill, played a critical part in earning the community trust needed to pass this bond 
measure by directly asking and clearly responding to students’, parents’ and community members’ 
suggestions about how to improve their schools.”— Superintendent Jonathan Raymond, Sacramento 
City Unified School District, speaking about the successful bond initiative that will fund school 
improvements beginning in 2013. In 2012, the two Center for Green Schools UTC Fellows collectively 
leveraged $960,000 in additional funding for their districts in Boston and Sacramento. 

Here’s a look at the dollars we have deployed in 2012.

DOLLARS DEPLOYED

FUNDS LEVERAGED PER QUARTER

WHO WE EDUCATE 
“Providing real-world learning opportunities and rewards for the students really emphasizes the 
important work we do daily to educate and integrate our academic institutions into the larger 
world around us. The students and faculty who participated [in Research to Practice] benefited 
from inclusion and participation.”—Ed Akins, assistant professor of Architecture and director of 
Research and Education — IKRC, Southern Polytechnic State University. In the 2011-12 academic 
year, the Research to Practice Program engaged teams from 35 higher education institutions 
representing more than 300 individuals in conducting investigative green building research 
and transferring outcomes into practice by developing replicable research and education tools.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Here’s a look at the number of teachers, students, education leaders and green building 
practitioners we educated in 2012.

INDIVIDUALS EDUCATED PER QUARTER
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Q1 3,300
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TOTAL

Q3 127,707

Q4 585

Q4 4,000,000

754,737
VOLUNTEER HOURS

$16,445,719
IN DONATED TIME

=

OR

X( 377
FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES)

OUR VOLUNTEERS
CONTRIBUTED A TOTAL

Made up of students and employees from districts 
served by Green Schools Fellows; Community 

Green faculty and sta�; and Green Apple Day of 
Service volunteers making school improvements.

Made up of collective membership of 
Coalition for Green Schools participants; and 
Green Apple Partner employee engagement.

Made up of state 
legislators, mayors and 
members of Congress.

Made up of students participating in USGBC Students and 
Community Green; Green Schools Committee volunteers and 

Existing Schools trainers; and Green Apple Day of Service 
volunteers involved in education and awareness activities.

WHO WE ENGAGE “Participating in the Green Apple Bus Tour confirmed that an ideal future is not only achievable, but is becoming realized each day; 
I’m so grateful to be a part of the educational movement that is changing our world.”—Kayla Haines, student, Kirkwood Community 
College. Twenty college students led a cross-country Green Apple Bus Tour to Greenbuild to emphasize the importance of healthy, 
safe and resource-e�cient schools. Traveling 3,227 carbon-o�set miles from New York to California, USGBC Students groups 
planned and participated in six service projects at local K-12 schools, ranging from upcycling plastic bottles into planters with fifth 
graders to building a “living wall” with high school students. 

Here’s a look at the other individuals we engaged in 2012.
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STATE-BY-STATE ACTIVITY IN ADVANCING THE GREEN SCHOOLS MOVEMENT IN 2012 (MEASURED IN PARTICIPATION IN CENTER INITIATIVES)

Districts with Green School Fellows

Committees and districts receiving 
Growing District Partnership 
Trainings

Districts represented at the School 
Sustainability Leaders Summit

States with Green School 
Committees

States hosting Green Apple Day
of Service projects

USGBC Students groups

Campuses participating in Research 
to Practice

States with LEED certified schools 
or campus projects

Campuses included in the Princeton 
Review Green Guide

States with green school 
legislative activity

Cities home to members of the 
Mayor's Alliance for Green Schools

Members of the Congressional 
Green Schools Caucus

Legislators participating in the 
regional Common Ground forums

Schools nominated as Green 
Ribbon Schools (an initiative of
the U.S. Department of Education)

Community colleges participating 
in Community Green 

CENTER FOR GREEN
SCHOOLS INITIATIVES

49 countries around the globe 
participated in Green Apple Day
of Service

“Over 500 community members and 
students renewed their commitment 
to keep their neighborhoods clean 
and to protect the environment. The 
students created posters displaying 
the message and also performed a 
street play to demonstrate how to 
segregate garbage at home and
to promote the reuse and recycling
of materials.”

—Latha K., program o�cer, Global 
Communities, Bangalore, India

INTERNATIONAL

AREAS of ACTIVITY “I can’t begin to tell you how powerful and exciting it is to be joining our world community in greening our schools. Already I look 
forward to next year and to the day when everyone in the world spends the day greening their local schools.” —John Dalzell, Boston 
Redevelopment Authority; USGBC Board of Directors, on his participation at a Day of Service event at Boston Latin Academy, a 
Boston public high school. In places as diverse as they are far apart— including all 50 United States, and 49 countries on every 
continent— communities worked together on Green Apple Day of Service to transform their schools into healthy, high-performing 
places to learn, work and play.

Here’s a look at the degrees of interaction between communities across the country and Center initiatives in 2012.
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